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Warnings follow Lafite success

Words of caution have been uttered from different parts of the trade following the recent Lafite
auction in Hong Kong.

Althpugh warious indices and brokers have reported huge jumgs in price for the first growth, i
is fekt that the incredible prices were due to the collection’s impeccable provenanca,

§ Henning Thoresen, CEQ of Bordeaux WineBank (BEWB], said he believed that such records
were “wery rare and exceptional and not expected io ba repeated unless Lafis decides o sel
more of the Emited stock direct from their cellars.”

He continued: “Sophisticated wine cobeciors now want authentic wines with a guaranized provenance. And it is
when they are assured of the provenance that they are wiling fo place astronomical bids. This & whal now
redefings prices across the globe "

Furthermare, the stupéndous success of the auction only heighlens the very real danger of fraudsters trying to
get fake bottkes on to the market o be 50ld for nflaled prices.

The specire of fakes Sufroundmg the 20059 vintage — and in particular 2009 Lafite — was rased earber this year.

BEWB's director of the Authenticty & Auctions department, Michael Egan, comménted on the fact that of all the
large: formats the estale released for the auchion, none was aldér than & double-magnum of 15945

Chiteau Lafie, ke ts peers, dd not produce very many large formal bottles in the 1940s, 19305, 1920% and
bayond,” he continued

“vel thase are the very formats that | 5e& on a regular basis, many of which | find dubious, for example an
imperial of Chiteau Lafe 1945.°
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